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School Vision
Welburn Hall School will become recognised locally and nationally as an
excellent school with ambitions for life-long independence for all students.

Welburn Hall School recognises the importance of a broad and balanced
curriculum always working towards the pupil’s individual goals, as
stipulated on their EHCP, and their individual school targets. We have
developed our curriculum following the Rochford report, to meet the
individual needs of our pupils. The aim of the curriculum at Welburn Hall
School is to provide the best learning opportunities for our pupils to enable
them to:
RESPECT each other, their communities and the world around them
through fairness, trust, compassion and caring.

PERSEVERE with their work, behaviour goals and independence with a cando attitude, optimism, and courage.
BE EXCELLENT in everything they strive to achieve.
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Curriculum
Our curriculum is both skills and content based, encouraging active
engagement in learning. The whole curriculum, from informal to formal,
focuses on developing the key skills of Communication, Cognition,
Independence, Physical Development and Social / Emotional Wellbeing,
all transferrable skills that equip our pupils for life beyond school.
Rationale
The rationale underpinning our curriculum is in response to the
Rochford Review and in consideration of the wealth of research
underpinning effective pedagogy for pupils with SEND,
utilising the engagement model.
An acknowledgement that if pupils start and finish their academic
careers at levels below or at best very near to the beginning points
of the National Curriculum then hierarchical subject specific learning
is not effective for pupils who are on the SLD spectrum.

Informal Curriculum Pathway
The learners following this pathway are pupils who have profound and
multiple learning difficulties and complex needs, usually working within
WHS A- D (P1-P4 of the P Scales) across Key stage 2 - 5.
Each of our learners are unique, requiring staff to take a holistic approach
centred around the physical needs, strengths and interests of the individual
whilst acknowledging how they best learn.
The difficulties this group of learners encounter with regards to
communication, cognition, physical health and well-being along with
personal care demands a distinct timetable which allows a rich and diverse
range of opportunities to enable needs to be met.
This has prompted us to take the stance that we move to a curriculum
relevant to the individual learner’s needs and one in which the learner can
succeed.
The purpose being to plan next steps in learning based on the learners
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Not only do we know from our experience of working with pupils
with severe learning difficulties but through increasing amounts of
research in this field which makes it very clear that our children
and young people learn very differently from neuro-typical
conventionally developing learners.
The work of Professor Barry Carpenter highlights the advances in
neuroscience and the implications these have on individual learning
styles.
‘If they learn differently we ought to be teaching them very
differently and teach them very different things—
this is not differentiation—this is different!’
[Imray and Hinchcliffe, 2014]
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Welburn Provision
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Resources for Informal Learning
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Semi-Formal Curriculum Pathway
The semi-formal curriculum pathway has been developed for those pupils
with complex learning needs who are generally working within WHS D to G
(P4-Y1) from Year 2 to KS5, however as we have gathered momentum
within this pathway we have felt the need to divide this further into two
distinct strands:
Semi-formal Explore & Semi formal Challenge:
This reflects the diverse range of needs that many of our learners
encounter and enables teaching staff to develop specific teaching
strategies and learning environments to meet those needs.

SemiFormal

Curriculum Challenge Learning Needs
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Formal Curriculum Learning

Formal Curriculum Pathway

Our formal curriculum is accessed by our MLD students that are
working within Welburn Hall Bands H to L (Year 2 to Year 6),
regardless of their age.
They follow a curriculum that provides a blend of academic and
life skill experiences, building strong foundations to secure
positive future destinations when they leave school.
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Welburn Assessment
Assessment is fit for purpose and embraces peer and self-assessment,
positive and constructive feedback and engages moderation, both internal
and external. We use a wide range of assessment both qualitative and
quantitative and the data is used to inform progress and areas for
development. Both formal and informal assessment is captured and
evidenced in Pupil Asset Tracker and may be recorded and celebrated as
qualifications from nationally recognised awarding bodies such as:
Open Awards Functional Skills English, Maths and ICT entry level to level 1.
OCR Entry Level Science and Geography.
Open Awards diploma in Skills for Further Learning and Employment
starting in key stage 4.
In-house awards and celebrations of achievement
Achievements and next steps are an integral part of teaching and learning,
enabling young people to progress towards the aspirational goals they set
in their annual reviews.
We endorse well-being, looking at each young person as an individual and
capturing all holistic progress.

Welburn Accreditation
We aim to find the right qualifications for each student to help them
achieve their full potential.
By the end of year 11 and 14 we aspire for all our students to achieve
either entry level or level 1 qualification. We offer accredited
programmes, through:
Informal learners:
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Semi-formal learners:
Open Awards Diploma in Skills for Further Learning and Employment
including vocational awards in:
–Animal care
–Horticulture
–Catering
-Travel Training
–Employability
Open Awards Functional skills entry level 1 English, Maths and ICT.
Formal Learners:
Functional skills Entry
and ICT.

level 1 - level 1 in English, Maths

City and Guilds
Entry Level 3.

Construction and Hospitality -

Waking Hours students:
Open Awards Diploma
Level to Level 1.

in Independent Living Entry
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Overarching Principles
Every pupil is unique and is constantly learning and can be resilient,
capable, confident and self-assured.
Pupils learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships
Pupils learn and develop well in enabling environments
Pupils develop and learn in different ways and at different rates.
The areas of learning and development
There are seven areas of learning and development. All areas are
important and inter-connected. Three areas are particularly crucial for
igniting children's curiosity and enthusiasm for learning and for building
their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive.
These three areas, the prime areas are:

Communication and language
Physical development
Personal, social and emotional development
The four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are
strengthened and applied are:

Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the world
Expressive arts and design
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Therapies
Hydrotherapy
Hydrotherapy is the therapeutic use of the pool to develop and
promote motor skills, body awareness, balance, coordination and
communication.
It is an integral part of our curriculum particularly for our students with
complex needs, sensory processing difficulties and those with profound
and multiple learning difficulties. Our school has a Hydrotherapy pool.
Additional lights and sounds can be used to provide our students with a
relaxing or energetic sensory experience. Students are carefully
monitored in the water with float supports and staff assistance. Those
with complex needs have individual risk assessments specifically for the
pool. Targets can be appropriately incorporated into the session – e.g.
practicing sitting, standing and walking skills either within the pool or
as part of dressing / undressing in an appropriate setting.

Rebound Therapy
Rebound therapy is the therapeutic use of the trampoline to develop
and promote motor skills, body awareness, balance, coordination and
communication. In Rebound Therapy students enjoy using the
trampoline. Symbols and signs are used to encourage pupils to
communicate and request more or finish. The sessions are designed to
encourage the student to continually develop whilst at the same time
experiencing healthy
exercise and enjoyment. Students are carefully monitored on the
trampoline and have trained staff assistance.
Targets can be appropriately incorporated into the session.
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Speech and Language Therapy
We strive to provide a communication friendly environment by using
different approaches such as a visual timetables, pictorial boards and lots
of visual and auditory cues placed around the building.
We work together with Speech and Language Therapists (SALT) to further
communication for pupils as appropriate.
Our approaches include:
Social Communication Skills Groups
Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS)
Intensive Interaction
Makaton Signing
Body Signing
Communication books, boards and Talking Mats
Social Stories
Low and High Tech communication systems

Physiotherapy
We work closely with physiotherapists to support pupils individual needs
and provide individual programmes. Physiotherapy is included in every
session where possible using specialist seating, walking frames, posture
work, etc.
Regular, daily activities can help to improve concentration, learning skills
and self-esteem.
Physiotherapy and
education go hand-inhand and it is at the
heart of the
educational approach
to help maximise the
potential of pupils.
Therapy has to be
integrated into their
day to day learning
and relies on a
multidisciplinary
approach between class
teachers,
assistants and parents.
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Music Therapy
We have a music therapist in school once a week to work with individual
pupils on a one to one basis. We also have imuse which is accessed on a
one to one basis weekly in school with a specially trained member of
staff.
Music Therapy is a therapeutic treatment with the use of music as the
non-verbal intervention. It is based on improvised music in which the
children can express themselves, become aware of their feelings and

interact more easily.
The aims of Music Therapy include:
Increasing communication, interaction and self-expression
Developing an awareness of self and others
Providing emotional support
Developing listening skills, sharing and taking turns
Developing co-ordination and motor control
Increasing self confidence
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Assessment
The curriculum is assessed on a daily/ongoing basis using ipads to
photograph and link to achievements on pupil asset tracker and lesson
record sheets.
Targets
are

I don’t know how to do this
Working towards
Working at
Great Depth

assessed as one of the following:
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NURTURE GROUP INFORMATION:
The aim of a Nurture group is to help improve pupils’ self-management behaviours, social
skills, self-awareness and confidence and skills for learning. The focus is on developmental
emphasis and the holistic curriculum according to individual outcomes from the Boxall profile.
Therefore, within the groups at Welburn, teachers and staff are not using conventional
teaching methods of whole group lessons rather a focus on regular 1:1 interaction to develop
the above skills. We spend a large amount of time out in the community developing those
fundamental social and life skills that will support our students in their ability to lead lives in
which they are able to become respectful citizens that are well integrated to their
community.

Within the classroom environment teaching staff and teaching assistants model positive
relationships and emphasise the development of language and communication skills and a focus
on social, emotional and challenging behaviour.

As well as developing curriculum-based skills, the young people are encouraged to celebrate
their own progress with acquiring skills such as listening, sharing and turn-taking that will
reduce or remove barriers to learning thus enabling success back into larger groups and more
formal based classroom learning.

There are a range of structured activities that aim to help the young people to develop trust,
communication skills and enable growth in their confidence and self-esteem. These activities
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There are 2 Nurture groups within Welburn, each with a slightly different focus.

In Nurture 1 the students are less equipped to engage in formal curriculum-based tasks.
Therefore, much of the learning takes place through playing games, speaking and listening
activities, snack time and being out in the community. The students in Nurture 1 show an
interest in their own emotions and feelings and are willing to engage in activities that
explore these further.

In Nurture 2 the student’s interest are more focused on the Formal aspect of their
learning and prefer to engage in independent tasks with minimal input or interactions from
peers and staff. The students within this group are currently not accessing the social and
emotional element of the Nurture group setting as this is their main barrier.

Our focus is on building confidence within adult led activities based around interests, and
with Boxall targets in mind. We enjoy a structured learning routine, with small elements of
challenge within in task. We work on confidence when attempting a task, and discreet,
informal teaching
about appropriate
communication.
We moved to a
micromanaged
curriculum rather
than whole class
teaching.

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

A day and residential school for children and
young people with special educational needs
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